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Fisheries Products Inspection Program originated with a commitment to
promote better health standards and sanitation. This program and some
other commercial fishery activities were transferred in 1970 to the newly
established National Marine Fisheries Service of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce (USDC). The NMFS unit with the greatest involvement in the
establishment and use of microbiological criteria is the Division of Seafood
Research, Inspection and Consumer Services, which houses the USDC
quality-inspection activities (Sackett, 1982).

Current Cooperative Agreements

In addition to the above basic legislative authorities, the USDC fisheries
inspection service through NMFS is a participant in six Memorandums of
Understanding with other federal agencies to ensure cooperation and co-
ordination in seafood inspective activities (E. S. Garrett, USDC-NMFS.
1983. Personal communication). The four Memorandums of Understand-
ing concerned with microbiological criteria are listed in Table 8-6.

The agency also participates in 11 formal federal/state agreements deal-
ing with fishery product inspective activities. The agreements are with
Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Florida, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Missis-
sippi, New Jersey, Oregon, and Tennessee.

TABLE 8-6   U.S. Department of Commerce
Memorandums of Understanding with Other Federal
Agencies Concerned with Microbiological Criteria

Participating

Agencies                   Date                      Purpose

FDA/USDC              January 17, 1975 To define respective roles in food

inspection activities.

FDA/USDA/USDC April 2, 1975 To transfer USDA's fish-meal

salmonella control program
to NMFS,

DOD/USDC              May 14, 1980 To transfer from DOD to USDC

logistics agency origin in-
spection responsibility for
DOD procurement.

USDC/FDA              May 22, 1981 To improve research coordina-

tion and cooperation and min-
imize duplication of research
effort.

SOURCE: E. S. Garrett, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1983.